
2022 IMPACT REPORT
JusticeAid leverages the community-
building power of art and music to 
transform awareness into action in  
the fight against injustice. 

KANDACE SPRINGS, CITY WINERY DC
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OUR STORY

In 2013, a group of civil rights advocates and music lovers founded 
JusticeAid to use music and the arts to raise money for organiza- 
tions fighting injustice and inequality. 

Each year the JusticeAid Board identifies a pressing civil rights 
cause and a nonprofit deeply committed to correcting that injus-
tice: nonprofits that are ending mass incarceration, addressing the 
criminalization of poverty and inhumane immigration policies, 
protecting civil rights for all. 

We produce 1-2 benefit concerts each year, featuring such 
diverse talent as Trombone Shorty, Mavis Staples, and Los 
Lobos. To further our impact, we also produce free live and  
streaming discussion panels, social media campaigns, films, 
and other outreach—educating thousands more Americans on 
justice issues. 

JusticeAid Board members and a circle of loyal donors cover all 
administrative and program costs so that 100% of every other 
donation goes directly to support the work of our grantee  
partners.

Since 2013, JusticeAid ﻿
has provided over ﻿

$2 million﻿
to its grantee partners.﻿
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2022 FOCUS ON LGBTQ RIGHTS
In 2022, we turned our spotlight to LGBTQ civil  
rights. This year has seen the largest number 
of anti-LGBTQ laws passed in state legisla- 
tures amid a wave of hatred directed speci-
fically at queer and trans youth. JusticeAid is 
proud to support this vulnerable community 
and the trailblazing work of our 2022 gran-
tee partner SMYAL (Supporting and Mentoring 
Youth Advocates and Leaders). 

 

 

IMPACT
Through the generosity of donors like you, 
SMYAL has recently expanded its suppor-
tive housing program to now serve 60+ youth  
experiencing homelessness. SMYAL also pro- 
vides affirming mental health counseling for 
these youth, as well as outreach and educa-
tion for the community. Our  thanks to each 
and every donor, trusted voice, and artist who 
helped JusticeAid advance its mission in 2022.

MENTAL HEALTH
SMYAL's health screening and mental health 

counseling are 100% free of charge.

HOUSING
SMYAL is the largest housing provider  

to LGBTQ youth in the region.

LITTLE SMYALs
One of the only programs in the country  

designed for youth ages 6-12.
 

NUEVO/NEW!
A street outreach program, piloted in September, 

already serves 26 Spanish-speaking youth.

In 2022, JusticeAid 
granted $500,000 ﻿

to SMYAL. 

WOW!

TRAINING
2,000+ teachers, social workers, and health  
professionals received cultural competency  

training last year.

PARTICIPATION
1,600+ LGBTQ youth and their families  
attended SMYAL’s virtual community/  

support programs in 2022.

Paula Cole, Nona Hendryx, Valerie Simpson, Terri 
Lyne Carrington, Allan Harris, Madeleine Peyroux, 
Morley, Chris Bergson and Ellis Hooks, and Samara 
Joy sang their own interpretations of hits by the 
legendary blues and jazz singer Bessie Smith, includ- 
ing “Black Mountain Blues,” “Hold Me Again,”  and “St. 
Louis Blues.” 

There’s something wonderful about sharing a 
good meal and uplifting music in the company 
of like-minded advocates and friends.

SPRING CONCERT Bessie! Empress of the Blues   May 16,  2022, City Winery NYC



﻿4

JusticeAid partnered once again 
with The Riverside Church for this 
free public forum. Speakers and pan- 
elists shared their voices and passion, 
their knowledge and experience, to 
educate us on the anti-LGBTQ rhetoric 
permeating our country. Participants 
included: US Rep. Ritchie Torres,  Imara 
Jones, Rev. Bertram Johnson, Ceyenne 
Doroshow, Charles King, Adrian Mora, 
Revs. Livingston and Lamb, and musi-
cal artists Matthew Whitaker and The 
Resistance Revival Chorus.

FALL FORUM

 
 
 

KEYNOTE
SPEAKER

FEATURED
SPEAKER

MODERATOR PANELIST PANELIST

SUNDAY

9/18
4 PM ET

Award-winning journalist & 
creator of TransLash Media

Interfaith Minister, 
Union Theological 
Seminary 

Founder/Executive 
Director, G.L.I.T.S.

CEO, Housing Works, 
Inc.

Deputy Executive 
Director, SMYAL

Film student + TRCNY 
congregant

Jazz pianist

Can’t make it to Riverside?
Use this QR code to RSVP and 
watch the livestream.

@justiceaid_   @RiversideNYC

PANELIST

D-NY-15                                        
Imara Jones

EVERYONE WELCOME

FREE TO ALL!
490 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NYC

FOLLOW US

A Free Public Forum 
at The Riverside Church

ERASURE
The Otherization of Queerness

Women and nonbinary 
singers

MUSIC PERFORMANCES

U.S. Rep. Ritchie Torres Resistance Revival Chorus Matthew Whitaker

Rev. Bertram Johnson Ceyenne Doroshow Charles King Jorge Membreño Adrian Mora
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"WE ARE HERE.  
WE ARE QUEER.  
AND WE AIN'T GOING 
ANYWHERE."

— US Rep. Ritchie Torres 
(D-NY)

Erasure: The Otherization of Queerness 
October 11, 2022    The Riverside Church of New York

LOOKING AHEAD!

We believe that protecting the right to vote is funda-
mental to protecting all civil rights. To that end, we are 
excited to announce a refocus on Voting Rights during 
our 10th anniversary year and the selection of our ﻿
2023 grantee partner, Black Voters Matter.

We asked ourselves, "Who is doing  
the best work to explain the impor- 
tance of voting, build community  
power, reach into rural areas to 
mobilize voters, and reverse efforts  
to restrict voter turnout?"

EXTENDING OUR REACH
Despite advances in LGBTQ rights, queer and trans 
youth report higher levels of discrimination than older 
generations, and continue to face negative educa- 
tional, employment, and health inequities when com- 
pared to their peers. Citing data from Gallup, GLSEN, the 
Trevor Project, and other groups, JusticeAid created a 
social media campaign to call attention to these often- 
times disturbing data.
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Spoken word lyricist Paine the Poet encouraged us to open our eyes and ears to the social 
injustices felt by marginalized individuals. Everyone, he added, deserves a second chance to 
thrive. Heather Pinkney, JusticeAid Board Member and Director of Washington, DC’s Public 
Defender Service, welcomed Blue Note recording artist Kandace Springs to the stage—her 
fourth JusticeAid appearance! Ms. Springs enraptured the audience with bold originals and 
tributes to some of her most important influences, including Nina Simone, Bonnie Raitt, and 
Roberta Flack.

"Everyone deserves an opportunity to 
build a life they love and a chance to feel 
celebrated and affirmed for exactly who 
they are and are meant to be! "

—ERIN WHELAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SMYAL

"SOMEWHERE IN THE MIDDLE 
OF ‘KILLING ME SOFTLY,’ 
KANDACE OWNED THE 
ROOM. BY THE TIME SHE'D 
'PUT A SPELL’ ON ALL OF US, 
SHE REALLY HAD."

—MUSIC FAN

An Evening  
with Kandace Springs
October 11, 2022    
City Winery DC

QUEER ART + ARTISTS
Consistent with JusticeAid’s mission 
to promote justice through the arts, 
and in keeping with our 2022 focus on 
LGBTQ civil rights, throughout 2022 
our Queer Arts + Artists curated series 
included films, fine art, and songs that 
address important issues to the LGBTQ 
community. Some of our favorites: Bad 
Bunny, Moonlight, themes in classical 
art, Kehinde Wiley, Heartstopper, and  
Beauford Delaney. 

FALL CONCERT
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Angela Davis
John Davies & Kay Kendall
David DeBruin
Anne Di Rosa
John Dibernardi
James & Carter Donovan
Vince & Suzanne Doria
Mitchel Draizin
Jeffrey Drobis
Marion Dry
John Dudek
ESPN/DISNEY
Joan Ellis
JP Ellison & Lauren E Case
Eddie Engles
Joshua Feigenbaum
Elizabethy Felleman
Ellen Fern
Fidelity Charitable 
Hamilton Fish
Blair Fishburn

Gwendolyn Adolph
Emily Afzal
Reza Akhavan & Sarah 
Akhaven
Rosanne & Steve Anderson
Kathryn Anastos
Arnold & Porter
Joseph Atkins
Deborah & Bruce Berman
Carol Bettencourt
Sekou Biddle
Anthony Bisceglie
Jamie and Joan Blaine
Lynn Boulger & Tim Garrity
Katelynn Bradley
Lauren Briggerman
Trenton M Brooks
Blair Brown & Susan Gerone
Eliana Brown
Saleda Bryant
Barry & Phyllis Caldwell

Catherine Carroll
Fleur & Jay Chandler
Jennifer Chandler & Steven 
Berk
Joseph Charlet
JoAnn Chase
Martha & Ted Coates
Kim Duckett Coaxum
John Colby
Ray Conley & Elizabeth Sovern
Denise Cormier
Maria Corsaro
Susan Covino Buell
Cozen O'Connor
Katharine Crile & Aaron 
Mason
Elizabeth Crile-Vadera  
& Kabir Vadera
Becky & Roger Cuthbert
Molly & Chris Cutler
John Dahl

Susan & Bill Flanders
Danielle Friedlieb
Phyllis Garlick
Barbara Gately
Geico 
Jeffrey & Shirin Goldberg
Joan Goldfrank & Michael 
Brustein
Phyllis Garlick
Jamie Gorelick
Sallie Gouverneur
Theodore Green
Sara Greenberg
Lisa Greenman
Karl Griggs
Mark Gross
Donna Brown Guillaume
Gayle & Todd Hager
Amelia Hairston-Porter  
& Patricia Sindel

[ C O N T I N U E D ]

Many Thanks  
to Our Concert  
Sponsors

Thank you for your gifts received through October 2022.2022 Supporters

We asked ourselves, "Who is doing the 
best work to explain the importance 
of voting, build community power, 
reach into rural areas to mobilie voters, 
and reverse efforts to restrict voter 
turnout?"



Brandi Harden
Chris Harrington
Helen Hershkoff
Katherine Hesse
Carol Hollingshead & William 
Saunders
Garrett Horan
Jeffrey and Ellen Huvelle
Hyman Phelps & McNamara
Ivins Phillips & Barker
JAMS Inc
Jen Jones
Tazewell Jones
Natalie Jowett
Melinda & Peter Kaminsky
Howard & Janet Katz
Mary Kennedy
Soo Kim
John King
Andrea Kirsh
Charles Kittredge
Gary Kohlman & Lesley Zork
Sara Kropf
Gary Laughlin
Larry Lawrence
Bill Lee
Yoon-Young Lee
Susan Leonard
Leontire & Associates
Michael Lestingi
Scott Lethbridge
Richard and Sally Levie
Robert & Barbara Ley
Michael Livingston
Ivey London
Nikki Lotze
Meredith & Rob Maclay
Ashley Maiolatesi
Zachary Manganello  
& Willow Stein

Sabrina Mannai
David & Linda Maraniss
Jodi Markley
Regina and Neil Matthews
Karen and Larry McAdoo
Stephen McCreary  
& Beth Van Hanswyk
Patrick McGlone
William McLucas
Thomas McNamara
Josie Merck
Anne Messner
Wendy Miller
Logan Milliken & Peter Rogers
Nancy Milliken
Peter Milliken & Linzee Weld
Stephen & Rebecca Milliken
MoCaFi
Richard & Barbara Moore
Bahman Mossavar-Rahmani
Katie Munroe
National Philanthropic Trust
National Religious Campaign 
Against Torture
Ryan O'Connell
Siobhan O’Connor 
Kathleen O'Donnell
David Ogden
Geraldine Onorato
Daniel Penchina
Elizabeth Peters
Woody Peterson
Daniel Phillips
Michael & Jill Phillips
Catherine Pierce
Heather Pinckney
Mary Priebe-Anderson  
& Mark Anderson
Margarita Prieto & Mark 
Michaels 

Preston Pugh
Karl Racine
Michael & Mary Raibman
Amalie Reichblum
Virginia Reticker
Amy Richardson
Deborah Ringel
Drew Roberts
Mark Rochon & Page Kennedy
Richard Rubenstein  
& Susan Ryerson
Steve Russell
Chase Rynd
Chris Sautter
Tim Scanlan
Jeremy & Joclyn Schaap
Schertler Onorato Mead  
and Sears LLP
Addy Schmitt
Karen Schneider
Schwab Charitable
Joel Schwartz
Anneka Scranton
Rob Sedgewick  
& Helen Torelli
Susie Shaffer & Truman 
Morrison
Robin Shaffert & Dean 
Brenner
Howard Shapiro
Jennifer Bain Smith
Jessica Sobin
Cathy & Bob Solomon
Robert Starbird
Therese Steiner
Lisa Sherman & Martin Stone
Phil Straus
Thomas Strickland
Cynthia Stroud
Emmet Sullivan
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Thank you for your gifts received through October 2022.2022 Supporters
[ C O N T I N U E D ]

Sunny Sumter
Susan Swanson
Patricia Taylor
Stephen Taylor
Debbie Terlizzi
Karen Thomas
Amber Thomson  
& Denise Thomas
Robert Toms
Tides Foundation
Linda Turner
Alexandra Van Dine
Vanguard Charitable
Rob Vogel & Bonnie Malkin
Jonathan Wallen
Spencer & Frances Walters
Sarah Waxman
Seth Waxman
Wesley Weicht
Astrid Weigert
Joann Weiner
Phoebe and Jim Whipple
Harriet Whittington  
& Jim Bright
Amira Williams
WilmerHale
Winky Foundation
Alison Wylegala
Zuckerman Spaeder
Paul Zukerberg
Zukerberg and Halperin PLLC

"I can’t imagine that I would’ve been 
able to be my own person like I 
can now without the work that my 
therapist and I have put in."
 —SMYAL PARTICIPANT

In 2022 JusticeAid was recognized  
with the Candid Platinum Transparency 

seal of approval.
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N. Kamèron Akhéru

Steve Anderson

Kim Duckett Coaxum  
President

Ray Conley

Blair Fishburn

Brandi Harden

Tazewell Jones

Natalie Jowett Agoos  
Secretary 

Brian Lockhart

Anne Messner 
Treasurer

JUSTICEAID ARTISTSTRUSTED VOICESJUSTICEAID BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Christian Scott aTunde 
Adjuah 

Ruby Amanfu

Theresa Andersson

The Baylor Project 

Chris Bergson & Ellis 
Hooks

Blind Boys of Alabama

Terri Lyne Carrington

Regina Carter

Rosanne Cash

Topsy Chapman

Paula Cole 

Shemekia Copeland

Marshall Crenshaw 

Ani DiFranco 

Lila Downs 

DJ Suss One

Dom Flemons 

Flow Tribe

Robert Glasper

Allan Harris

Amy Helm

Nona Hendryx

David Hidalgo 

Randall Horton

Rita Houston

Hurray for the  
Riff Raff 

Bari Koral

Abeena Koomson- 
Davis & the Resistance  
Revival Chorus

Samara Joy

Los Lobos

Terrace Martin

Leyla McCalla 

Tom Morello 

Morley

The Morrison  
Brothers Band

Ivan Neville

Ozomatli 

Paine the Poet

Pants Velour

Martha Redbone

Madeleine Peyroux

Mary Ann Redmond 

Zack Feinberg  
& David Shaw  
of  The Revivalists

Carrie Rodriguez

The Roots of Music 

Cécile McLorin  
Salvant

Valerie Simpson

Somi

Kandace Springs 

Trombone Shorty

Mavis Staples

Trouble Funk 

Matthew Whitaker 

Dr. Michael White 
& His Original Liberty  
Jazz Band

Dar Williams

 

Stacey Abrams﻿
Fair Fight, Fair Count

U.S. Rep. Cori Bush (D-MO)

Kristen Clarke﻿
Assistant Attorney General for 
Civil Rights

Gina Clayton﻿
Essie Justice Group

Prof. Angela J. Davis﻿
Washington School of Law 

Ceyenne Doroshow 
G.L.I.T.S.

Vanita Gupta ﻿
Associate Attorney General

Prof. Kristin N. Henning﻿
Georgetown Law

Sherrilyn Ifill ﻿
NAACP Legal Defense and ﻿
Educational Fund

U.S. Rep. Hakeem ﻿
Jeffries (D-NY)

Imara Jones﻿
TransLash Media

Rick Jones﻿
Neighborhood Defender 
Service 

Alec Karakatsanis﻿
Civil Rights Corps

Charles King﻿
Housing Works

Maria Teresa Kumar﻿
Voto Latino

Sally Lee﻿
Teachers Unite

U.S. Rep. Alexandria ﻿
Ocasio-Cortez  (D-NY)

Bryan Stevenson﻿
Equal Justice Initiative

Ray Suarez﻿
Journalist & Lecturer

U.S. Rep. Ritchie Torres (D-NY)

Seth Waxman 
WilmerHale

Hon. Stephen  Milliken, Ret.  
Co-Founder & CEO

Neil Parekh

Johnny Perez 

Heather Pinckney

Preston Pugh  
Vice President

Mark Rochon 

Addy R. Schmitt

Therese Steiner

Jennifer Turner

Jenny Chandler 
Managing Director
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Our Heartfelt ThanksNONA HENDRYX, CITY WINERY NYC

Sign up for periodic news and 
updates at justiceaid.org.


